EFFECTIVE OPENINGS

· Show energy, enthusiasm, animation, and your personal connection

with the workshop.

· Make eye contact.

· Be open and forthcoming. Let participants know about you as a person.

· Be aware of your appearance.

· Try to get a response from the participants immediately.

STRATEGIES
Imaginative Visuals: Project an image that is humorous, imaginative, or otherwise

provocative to focus the participants’ attention on the topic. Comic strips, editorial pages, and

children’s books are good sources for interesting pictures. Check the copyright laws and

secure any permission necessary before using the materials.

Make a Promise: Tell the participants what they will learn as a result of their participation.

Make sure the promise is both true and attention-getting.

Humorous Stories Based on Real Life Experience: Tell a story that participants can relate to.

This will probably be a story based upon an experience in school as a teacher that most people in

the audience have had, have heard about, or are glad they

haven’t had.

Stimulating Questions: Ask questions to stimulate

thinking on the topic of your presentation. This helps

begin the thinking process and helps participants focus on

the topic.

Personal Experience Story: Share a personal experience

or anecdote. Consider the common experiences of the

group, and share something that has really happened to

you that is part of the common background.

Critical Incident: Describe a professional experience

related to the topic of the workshop that has a particular

significance for them.

Sentence Completions: Begin a sentence that relates to

the topic of the workshop, and ask participants to

complete it.

Provocative Statements and Statistics: Surprise the

participants with a statement relating to the topic at hand

that will surprise them.

Unique Demonstrations: Do something intriguing that will gain your audience’s attention.

Pretest: Engage participants in a true-false quiz on information about the topic. Address

answers to the quiz throughout the presentation.

10 Tools for Openings





Jokes


Personal Incidents


Quotes from Famous People


Data


Headlines


Dictionary Definitions


Dramatic Literature Quotes


Cartoons


Questions to Assess Audience


Simple Statement of Structure Ahead





Spend 10% of the time on the opening and setting the tone. Start promptly without ums, uhs, or apologies.
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